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ID Cards are the ultimate identity theft 

by Ian Angell 

The ID card project is still on track — more or less. Jacqui Smith    

is just the latest in a long line of Home Office ministers to sell 

us the benefits of ID cards, while casually informing us of the 

latest rise in costs or slippage in its implementation schedule. Ms 

Smith  is also yet another Home Secretary who subscribes to 

the ‘pixie dust’ school of technology: computation is a magic 

substance to be sprinkled over problems, that, hey presto, then 

vanish. Little wonder that Britain has an appalling record in 

government IT projects. 

 

The ID project is one of the biggest computer systems envisaged-far more complex than the 

failing NHS system. And it’s another disaster waiting to happen. Still the politicians naively 

claim there will be no problems: it will be totally secure due to biometrics. Apparently iris 

scans, finger prints, face-recognition software will all work perfectly, be amazingly cheap to 

implement-and all foolproof. It must be true as they’ve been told this by the people a selling this 

technology. Baroness Anelay of St. John’s , with a group of parliamentarians, was given a 

demonstration of a facial recognition system . It failed; indeed the system subsequently crashed 

, twice. The reason? The baroness was told her face was too bland.  

 

 



 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Now answer these questions  

1)  ‘ Mr Smith is yet another Home Secretery who subscribes to the ‘ pixie dust’school 

of technology ; computation is a magic substance o be sprinkled over problems 

that, hey presto, then vanish.’ 

 

What point is the writer making about computers in this quotation ? 



__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

2) Why is the phrase ‘farming errors’ in inverted commas ? 

 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

3) In the paragraph beginning with ‘ We’ve all had …’ explain how the writer tries to 

help the reader feel more involved? 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

4) Ian Angell uses the following arguments in his article. Number the according to the 

sequence in which they appear . 

• Your identity will be owned by the computer data base not you.        

• Computer systems are highly fallible  

• Once there is a mistake in the ID database , it will be hard to correct .  

• The ID database will inevitably be a taret for computer hackers  

• There will be deliberate attempts to abuse the ID database by criminals. 

 

5) How does the last paragraph link back to the first paragraph ? 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

 


